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	Approved by Governors on: 

	COVID Risk Assessment
for September 2021


	Location / Site
	Buckminster PRIMARY SCHOOL

	Activity / Procedure
	Whole School 

	Assessment date
	7th July 2020  (To be updated regularly until re-opening)

24th August 2020 - completed
14th September 2020 – completed
14th October 2020 – updated

7th December – updated

24th February – updated and changes highlighted in yellow

19th April – No changes 

12th May – Addendum for Reception transition visits  

20th September 2021

	With every hazard: 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION AGE RANGE AND SCHOOL BUILDING RESTRAINTS WE HAVE TO ACCEPT THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE SOCIAL DISTANCING BETWEEN CHILDREN AND ADULTS 


Government guidance states for schools:
· “The safety of children and staff is our utmost priority.”

· “The advice seeks to support staff working in schools, colleges and childcare settings, to deliver this approach in the safest way possible, focussing on measures they can put in place to help limit the risk of the virus spreading within education and childcare settings.”

· “In education, childcare and social care settings, preventing the spread of the coronavirus involves dealing with direct transmissions (for instance, when in close contact with those sneezing and coughing) and indirect transmission (via touching contaminated surfaces.) A range of approaches and actions should be employed to do this.”

Government guidance for parents concerning commencing the return to certain year groups of schools states: 

“We have provided guidance and support to schools, colleges and child care settings on implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings to help them reduce the risk of transmission as more children and young people return.”  
“Whilst such changes are likely to look different in each setting, as they will depend upon individual circumstances, they are all designed to minimise risks to children, staff and their families. 

Schools and colleges continue to be best placed to make decisions about how to support and educate their pupils during this period. This will include: 

· Consideration of the pupils’ mental health and well being
Schools should therefore work through the hierarchy of measures set below to lower the risk: 

· Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 

· Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices

· Regular cleaning of settings 
· Good ventilation in communal areas 
· 
 
	Identify hazard
	Lack of social distancing in the classroom resulting in direct transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Level of risk with all control measures in place 

	HIGH
	High
	Medium 
	Low 

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	These control measures are to encourage space between children where possible. 

1. Remove excess furniture and resources to increase space if space to do so
2. Rules re-visited and modelled many times a day and linked to school behaviour system – lots of praise for adherence and sanctions for non-compliance
3. Use of outdoor space 

4. Staff allowed to stay at adult height – no requirement for getting to child level for interactions

5. All children to bring just books bags which will be stored in their trays.

6. Key Stage 2 children will store lunch boxes outside in the trolley and KS1 in their cloakroom
7. Windows and doors will be open as much as possible to allow for ventilation  


	Identify hazard
	Lack of social distancing using toilets and poor hygiene resulting in direct and indirect transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Level of risk with all control measures in place

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	These control measures are to encourage space between children and good hygiene where possible. 

1. Toilet - only one child allowed to go to toilet at a time 

2. Hand soap and paper towels in all toilets checked regularly, hand sanitiser stations around school

3. Signs around school re washing/cleaning hands

4. Wedges for the toilet external toilet doors 

5. Toilet to be checked and cleaned regularly 




	Identify hazard
	Lack of social distancing waiting to enter classroom in morning resulting in direct transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Level of risk with all control measures in place

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	These control measures are to encourage space between children where possible. 

1. All children enter using gates leading onto the playground – TWO MEMBERS OF STAFF WILL MONITOR ENTRANCES AND EXITS.  There will be no specific exit and entrance marked as it will just be the children entering and leaving the premises 
2. Separate lunch and break times 

3. Children taught to come into school in an orderly and respectful manner to reduce contact and congestion


	Identify hazard
	Lack of social distancing during playtimes and lunchtimes resulting in direct transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Level of risk with all control measures in place

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	These control measures are to encourage space between children where possible. 

1. Staggered breaks including lunch time 
2. Staff supervision throughout 
3. When the weather allows, playtime will be on the field where there is more space to spread out



	


	Identify hazard
	Lack of social distancing when eating lunch resulting in direct transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	 These control measures are to encourage space between children where possible. 

1. Good hygiene encouraged through the day – with insistence before and after eating
2. Children asked to bring water bottles 


	Identify hazard
	Lack of social distancing in the corridors resulting in direct transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	MEDIUM
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	These control measures are to encourage space between children where possible.

1. When moving class around the school – one adult at back insisting the one behind the other is maintained 






	Identify hazard
	Contact of shared resources resulting in indirect transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	1. Shared resources washed or sprayed regularly 
Identify hazard

Emotional distress of the staff – including anxiety
Existing level of risk before control measures

Existing level of risk before control measures
MEDIUM

High

Medium

Low

Control measures

List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

1. Staff meeting to discuss concerns and shared control measures 

2. Sharing of support helplines 

3. Risk assessments routinely reviewed and adapted 

4. Designated “staff room” area - adults only, drinks, comfortable chairs

5. PPE offered to all staff – respect demonstrated at all times – considering home life

6. Head Teacher is now a fully trained Mental Health First Aider

2. Resources on tables ready for lesson 
3. Children encouraged to wash hands / use hand gel before lessons and after each lesson, before lunch, when entering school, leaving school and before and after outside play 
4. No toys or other toys/games from home allowed in school




	Identify hazard
	Emotional distress of the children

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	MEDIUM
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	1. Curriculum to support children and their emotional needs

2. Comfort given from a distance – at adult height and hand gel used after if needed 

3. No personal items to be bought from home except book bags and lunches
4. Good communication with parents 

5. Extra extra-curricular activities after school

6. Specific interventions for groups of children such as mentoring programmes, play therapy 
7. A quiet space to go to if they need time alone



	Identify hazard
	Risk of spreading virus due to close contact with children – 1:1 and restraint resulting in direct transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	1. Seek expert guidance from special schools re support for children with behaviour difficulties – that might need restraint and display spitting, biting etc. Leading to individual risk assessments  

2. All PPE purchased if needed, masks, visors, plastic aprons, gloves

3. PPE offered to staff for those working close with children






	Identify hazard
	Risk of spreading virus due to poor hygiene resulting in indirect transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	1. Hand gel dispenser inside all areas
2. Hand gel order in large quantities 

3. Hand washing routinely promoted and encouraged 

4. Children hand wash or hand gel on entry to school, before break, after break, before lunch, after lunch, leaving school, using the toilet and any time they cough or sneeze

5. Posters promoting cleaning hands – good hygiene 
6. Reminders how to wash hands properly 



	Identify hazard
	Risk of infection due to lack of cleaning resulting in indirect transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	HIGH
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	1. All surfaces, handles, toilets and shared equipment will be cleaned regularly with anti –bacteria cleaning products
2. The premises officer keeps a log of daily cleaning of shared areas such as toilets.




	Identify hazard
	Risk of illness of vulnerable staff and family members through direct and indirect transmission of the virus

	

	Existing level of risk before control measures
	Existing level of risk before control measures

	MEDIUM
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Control measures
	List your control measures required to reduce risk – add appropriate detail about the type and location of controls

	1. Those living with people that are clinically vulnerable may wish to wear PPE when working with children.
2. Staff may choose to should wear PPE when in communal areas of the school 

3. Ensure all staff have regular breaks throughout the day – leave the school site during their free time if they wish or use a specifically identified child free room to sit and relax   



Please note: this is a dynamic document and will be updated as and when relevant in accordance with Government guidance in relation to the coronavirus pandemic; COVID 19 
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