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Overview
All children will learn to read using a multi-sensory, synthetic phonics approach. This is when children are taught to read letters or groups of letters by saying the sound(s) they represent (phoneme) – so, they are taught that the letter l sounds like llllll when we say it. Children can then start to read words by blending (synthesising) the sounds together to make a word.  We use the Department for Education’s “Letters and Sounds” synthetic phonics programme combined with the Oxford Reading Tree Scheme. This scheme is fully aligned to ‘Letters and Sounds’ to ensure that children are taught to read in a systematic way. Our scheme books directly connect to the phonics knowledge and language comprehension that is being taught in class daily thus helping children quickly gain the necessary skills to decode, gain a wide vocabulary and become fluent readers. 
The Oxford Reading Tree Scheme is in place from Reception to Year 6 ensuring that readers benefit from a progressive approach in terms of their decoding and language comprehension skills.  In keeping the scheme right up to Year 6, we also ensure that children experience a wide range of reading genres (style or category), grow in their general knowledge and hopefully in their love of reading. They will access: historical texts, non- fiction, classical adaptations, poetry, humorous texts, graphic texts (comic layout), traditional tales, myths and legends, sci-fi and many more. 

Additionally, children also select books of their own choice from our wide selection in our library and their classrooms. 
Early Reading and KS1
Early success gives our children the confidence to have a go at reading for themselves and gain pleasure from this new world they are entering. Daily phonics teaching begins in reception and continues throughout key stage one and if needed into personalised learning sessions at Key Stage 2. For more detailed information on the six phases of this phonics scheme click and follow the link, Letters and Sounds Information for Parents . 
Oxford Reading Tree books are carefully chosen and reinforce the daily phonics teaching and language comprehension skills at each stage of learning.  All children will participate in `group reading activities using the Oxford Reading Tree Phonic Scheme. This is a rigorous, synthetic phonics teaching programme enabling reading success.   It is linked directly to the phonic phase that they are working on and usually continues to the end of Year 1.  After each guided learning session (R to Yr 2) each child will bring home a book from a wider range of Oxford books that are fully decodable. These include a broad spectrum of fiction and non- fiction books that fire children’s imaginations and deepen comprehension whilst supplementing the teaching that has taken place in school. 
As well as learning the names of letters of the alphabet, children need to know the sounds (phonemes) the letters make in words; this is the basis of a phonetic approach. As children move through the scheme they will begin to use two or more letters to represent one sound. This “Letters and Sounds” scheme outlines an order of learning the letters which is not in alphabetical order. The children will start with the letters “s, a, t, p, i, n” as these six letters can be used to make numerous three letter words, thus allowing children to read and spell some simple words very quickly. 
Key Stage 2
Focused teaching of reading may be carried out in Guided Learning Groups, individually or as whole class comprehension or topic related lesson. 

Engaging with texts at Buckminster School is high on our agenda. Many of our creative curriculum topics have been inspired by wonderful children’s literature.  
· All KS2 children will have an Oxford scheme book to ensure progression of depth in language content and vocabulary whilst reading a wide range of genres.
· For those children who continue to need a synthetic phonics approach in order to become fluent readers, we have a range of books that develop key skills whilst providing age appropriate content and higher interest levels. 
· All children also take home a free reading choice from the classroom or the library.
How can parents help?
Throughout the school our children are encouraged to make the most of opportunities to read individually and for personal pleasure. We do welcome parent volunteers to hear children read in school and we offer short, informal training sessions so that volunteers feel confident and well equipped to provide consistent experiences for our children during these individual reading times. If you would like to know more about synthetic phonics and the Oxford Reading scheme please go to www.oxfordowl .co.uk. This is an informative site for finding: free ebooks, looking into which stage your child should be reading at and finding an easy to use Phonics Guide for Parents. 

We also ask that all parents (from YrR to Yr6) listen to their child read, share a book or discuss its content at least 4 times a week.   Most of our reading books have helpful advice and questions for parents to use at home with their child
Websites to help the development of Reading at home & School: 

Oxford Owl Press http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk 

Wordsforlife.org.uk http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/ 

A Story For Bedtime www.astoryforbedtime.com 

BBC Parenting website www.bbc.co.uk/parenting 

Booktrust www.booktrust.org.uk 

The Child Literacy Centre www.childliteracy.com
 DfES Parents Centre www.parentscentre.gov.uk 

Help them read www.helpthemread.co.uk 

Parent Link www.parentlink.co.uk 

Read Together www.readtogether.co.uk 

Silly Books www.sillybooks.net
The Teaching of Reading 
All long term plans clearly show the range of books and authors that children are exposed to as part of their taught lessons or themed topics; this is to ensure that our reading content remains relevant, wide, and culturally diverse and gender balanced. We want our children to engage and enjoy reading whilst developing a rich vocabulary and broadening their general knowledge.
The Oxford Reading Scheme progresses from Level 1 to 20 and will be used for all children to ensure progression and access to a variety of genres. Books in the final levels are designed for children who are hitting the Good Development Level at Year 6 so there is certainly scope to push our more able readers through this scheme.

Foundation and KS1

· All FS and Year 1 pupils work through Phonics books at their appropriate level during individual or guided sessions.  The books align to the phonics knowledge and language comprehension that is being taught that week. Year 2 pupils, who have weaker phonetic knowledge, may also be given these books. 

· In School- Year 2 children, through individual or guided sessions, access the Oxford Reading Tree books at their appropriate level. 

· To take home, there is a selection of Oxford Reading books that correspond to the same level that the child has been working on in class. 

· Children, parents and teachers use a reading diary to communicate between home and school.

· Staff make key assessment notes during guided reading and quickly identify gaps in knowledge.

· All KS1 pupils can choose additional books from the library or their classroom to supplement their reading.
· Guided reading lessons may involve role play, games such a card games, discussion and reading aloud 

KS2
· All KS2 children have an Oxford Reading Scheme book at their appropriate level.  Children record information about these books in their reading journals/ records and staff monitor the range of genres that the children are reading.   Children are also encouraged to record the range of genres in their reading journals.
· All children then can choose books from their classrooms, the library or from home as their free choices. For the few children that are not fluent readers, staff support the children to choose the right level for them. 
· Guided reading lessons may involve role play, games such a card games, discussion and reading aloud 

Throughout school pupils are taught to progressively:
1. Read and understand word morphology (the study of words, how they are formed, their relationship to other words)
2. Infer and deduct (interpretation that goes beyond the literal information given and an understanding based on the evidence given in the text)
3. Predict

4. Understand authorial intent

5. Summarise, review and evaluate

6. Recognise themes and conventions

7. Read out loud and perform

Moving up a level in Oxford Reading Tree Scheme
The point at which a child is ready to move on to the next level depends on the child’s and the teacher’s approach.  At Buckminster School all teaching staff use the Oxford Reading Criterion Scale to assess children’s progress.  It is also important to bear in mind that not all levels are of equal size.  In the first few years of school, the steps of progress are fairly small, and children will move through a number of levels quite quickly.  As children move up in levels, the steps become broader and moving on happens less frequently.  It is also important to remember that different children develop their reading skills at different rates so comparing children is not helpful.
Some of the levels are broad and shouldn’t be missed because they have a range of genres and in particular a range of traditional stories and classics.  These stories have a huge range of new vocabulary vital to a child’s general development and may be referred to in future test papers.  Research has shown that more and more children are coming to school with no knowledge of fairy stories/traditional tales.  Moving a pupil on too quickly means they could possibly miss out on whole genres (categories of books) 
If parent’s think their child is ready to move up, arrange a time to talk together and go through the teacher assessments.  There may be good reasons why their child is still reading at that level for a bit longer.  It may be to work on their comprehension, fluency or expression.  
It is important to ensure that all children continue to get a varied and appropriately challenging reading diet.  This is structured and supported here at Buckminster School through Oxford Reading Tree and a range of other good quality texts. 
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